
 

When: March 19,20,21 & 26, 27, 28 
 

Where: West Valley Performing Arts Center 
 

I hope everyone is as excited about this produc-

tion as we are here at FLOT. Sweeney Todd has 

been world famous since its debut in the 70's 

and local performers have been longing to see it 

produced in Fairbanks for over thirty years. I 

feel very proud of FLOT for having the ambi-

tion and courage to produce something of this 

magnitude.  
 

Sweeney Todd, the Demon Barber of Fleet 

Street is a 1979 Tony Awardïwinning musical 

thriller with music and lyrics by Stephen Sond-

heim and a book by Hugh Wheeler. The musical 

is based on 1973 play Sweeney Todd, the De-

mon Barber of Fleet Street by Christopher Bond. 

The musical tells the story Sweeney Todd, who 

returns to London after 15 years transportation 

on false charges. When he learns from his for-

mer landlady Mrs. Lovett that his wife poisoned 

herself after being assaulted by the Judge who 

wrongly transported him, he vows revenge. This 

musical is a rich experience, combining the fin-

est elements of Opera, Musical Theater, Trag-

edy, Dark Comedy and Melodrama that is 

among the most beloved shows to grace the 

stage and a truly unforgettable theatrical 

experience.   
 

Our production is shaping into a tour de 

force, with the highest artistic and technical 

values on display.  Alongside professional 

performers, the set for Sweeney has been 

designed by guest artist-professor and pro-

fessional designer, Kit Mayer of Wisconsin. 

Kit has put together a magnificent design 

for FLOT and it is thanks to the sponsorship 

of Jewels Productions, that Kit's design 

work could be brought to our stage for 

Sweeney Todd. Kit is a diverse artist who 

has been able to express himself through set 

design and teaching while nurturing his 

passion for music through his band, ñKit 

Mayer and the Careful Fliesò. Jewels Pro-

ductions is proud to bring him back to Fair-

banks as a guest artist for FLOTôs produc-

tion of Sweeney Todd. Jewels Productions 

was founded by performing artist Julie Eng-

fer in 1987, as a habitat for her creative en-

deavors. Julie is an actress, singer/

songwriter and producer who started her 

professional career at the Palace Theatre 

and Saloon and later performed at the Mala-

mute Saloon in Ester.  

High School Musical Soars Into Fairbanks 
If you don't have anyone in your life 

born after 1990, the Disney Channel TV 

movie High School Musical will proba-

bly mean nothing to you. Even if you do, 

the rapid rise of High School Musical 

from a TV show to a bona fide cultural 

phenomenon probably left you baffled as 

well.  

To catch you up, that was FLOTòs fall 

2009 main stage show, with a strong 

clear positive messages about being true 

to yourself and reaching outside your 

comfort zone, trusting each other and 

being proud of who you are. 

As in ñGrease,ò in which girl and boy from 

opposite worlds fight social ostracism to 

find true love in high school, so Troy Bol-

ton and Gabriella Montez, the hero and 

heroine of ñHigh School Musical,ò battle 

peer pressure and self-doubt on the rocky 

road to romance. 

In ñHigh School Musical,ò neither the stu-

dious Gabriella nor the jock Troy is forced 

to abandon a ñcliqueò (to use the academic 

term); instead they assert their independ-

ence from cultural oppression (the ñstatus 

quo,ò as one of the key hymns has it) by 

declaring their allegiance both to each other 
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and to the great god Thespis in another sphere of endeavor. They 

find true fulfillment and express their individuality by trying out 

for the school musical. 

The directing teamôs vision of this show was to recreating some 

high school fun, and fun we had.   This show had an all star cast 

filled with local students from many high schools and the univer-

sity.   These young people proved that this community has a 

bright future of shinning stars. 

David Zody, who played Troy, the captain of the basketball team 

who discovers his inner drama geek, can sing and dance and is 

very cute, with a nice smile and deep dreamy brown eyes.  Emily 

Anderson is charmingly demure, with a voice like an angel, as 

Gabriella, the new girl trying to fit in.   

Sydney Stone was the sharp in Sharpay, with a hair flip that 

could knock out any handsome freshman.  Paul Rios played the 

twin brother to Sharpay who is confused as to which ñsideò he 

wants to be on; as Sharpay displays some self-esteem issues, 

Ryan bucks her up by suggesting things could have been worse: 

ñThey could have named you Pug.ò 

Jennifer Taylor was the off beat drama teacher, Ms. Darbus; who 

kept the dream alive and silenced every cell phones from her 

crucible of learning. Justin Harvey, a newcomer to theater was 

the coach and Troyôs dad, a basketball hero from the past. The 

story twists around and around how different we all are, yet how 

much alike we all are.    The secondary cast was so strong it was 

hard to choose stand out roles by, Michael Hunter, Demetrius 

Lucas, Breanne Meath, Alex Ramos, Joe Russo, Adele States, 

Lander Ver Hoef and Emily Whalen.  The chorus roles were sup-

portive in every way with strong vocals and comic relief with 

Dylan Bourne, Amber Centeno, Emily Dreydoppel, Shauna Glo-

ria, Samantha Gomez, Dee Dee Helms, James Hunter, Rebekka 

Hunter, Campbell Longworth, Ashley Lund, Will Mathis, Sierra 

Minder, Ciara Newman, Michelle Risse, Mikael Stovarsky, 

Nathaniel Taylor, Mariah Ver Hoef, and Savannah Yehle.  

Johnna Sanborn joined the chorus after hours of choreogra-

phy instruction; she was just having too much fun!  The di-

rectors were the elite team of Rhonda Boyton-Harvey and 

Gwendolyn Braizer.  The team tried something totally new 

for FLOT, they closed the orchestra pit and piped the music 

through the sound system for the ability to control the sound.  

Being able to hear the singers and the orchestra together in-

stead of over one another was a great improvement.   

On that score, call me a skeptical believer in ñHigh School 

Musicalò and its power to improve the world. ñWeôre All in 

this Together,ò the chorus of the showôs climactic anthem, is 

probably as profound and morally instructive as most reli-

gious sermons.    

So, go Wildcats!  Yay Theater! 

Lisa Newman 

Production Manager 

Amanda Hanson, Marcia Holt, Gwen Brazier, Adam Kohl, 

Flyn Ludington, Amy Mahoney, Terry McCarthy, Steve 

Mitchell, Will Quintal, Matt Reckard, Hans Meyer , and 

Kathy Taylor Yokel. Music Direction will be by Val Lari.  
 

We also owe a great debt of thanks to our Orchestra Man-

ager, Jane Sandstrom, for assembling our orchestra with the 

same care we took in casting the actors.  Sondheim is musi-

cally complex and enormously tricky and Janeôs dogged de-

termination in courting the best musicians for this orchestra 

has resulted in a glorious musical pay-off.  
 

I hope you enjoy this very unique season for FLOT and that 

we get the opportunity to hear from each of you regarding 

your feelings about our programming and the direction you 

would like to see FLOT heading towards - without your sup-

port, FLOT simply does not exist.  Have a wonderful new 

year and we'll see you at the theater! 
 

Brandon Michael 

Director Sweeney Todd 

Heading the ensemble cast are Sylvain Demers (Sweeney 

Todd) and Shirley Hughes (Mrs. Lovett).  They are joined by 

Rick Brainard, Charlie Cannon, Morgan Eisenmayer, Jim Fitts, 

High School Musical (cont.) 

Sweeney Todd (cont.) 


